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0 lder members - in both senses of the term - may recall 
the very enjoyable rhododendron tour of N. Germany 
the Group undertook in 2002, and the warmth of the 

hospitality from our hosts, including Bruns, Hachmann, Hobbie 
and the Maxwald garden. 

A recently published book: Der Maxwald-Park - An authentic 

English Rhododendron Woodland and Woodland Garden brought 
memories flooding back. Written by Eberhard Puhl - 'brought 
up in the world of the rhododendron' - it is a chronicle and 
memoir of this family garden, the land acquired by his great
great grandfather in 1876. He planted a Scots pinewood, which 
was completed by his son GD Bohlje. This provided the perfect 
setting for later plantings of rhododendrons, inspired by the 

latter's visits, starting in 1890, to Waterers' Bagshot nursery and 
prominent English gardens. The book throughout is interwoven 
with inspiration from English gardens, down the generations. 
There is a chapter, 'A life for Maxwald', referencing the dedication 
of the author's mother Annaliese. 
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There is a bald list, of some 129 cultivars, taken direct from 
the Bohlje diary. Many of these remain to be identified on the 
grnund. In the book, 21 are briefly described from the 'Old 
•{hcdodendron Wood', with a further fourteen transplanted 
from there around the house. Some are beautifully illustrated 
with full colour portraits. Naming of these 'was only made 
possible by the tireless involvement of Herr Dipl.-Ing. Walter 
Schmalscheidt, the renowned German expert on rhododendron 
cultivars'. Members may recall meeting him during our visit and 
discussing the problems of identification. 

This Maxwald collection is of considerable historical interest and 
value as many cultivars it features will no longer be in cultivation 
in the UK, unless perhaps lurking in some anonymous woodland 
hardy hybrid planting such as that for example at Woburn or 
some National Trust gardens. Who is familiar with 'Alexander 
Adie' (J Waterer before 1865), 'Currieanum' (A Waterer before 
1851) or 'James Marshall Brooks' (A Waterer 1870)? 

This 236-page book is privately published in square 20x2lcm 
format with hard covers and generously illustrated throughout, 
with beautifully composed garden views and plant portraits, 
including a few charming old black and white photos. 

Beachtenswert: The text is in German. For members interested, 
please contact Pam Hayward. 

Maurice Foster VMH 

Afterthought: Perhaps we might be allowed propagation material 
of some of these forgotten plants for our own collection at 

Ramster to further secure this important chapter of English 
garden history. 

This article first appeared in the Nov 
2021 bulletin of the RHS Rhododendron, 
Camellia and Magnolia group
https://www.rhodogroup-rhs.org 




